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Chapter One

•

“LIKE ANIMALS

AT THE

ZOO”

LONDON, ENGLAND. DECEMBER 2, 1938

Next stop: Liverpool
Street Station.
All change.
Like animals
at the zoo.

We’d better smile.
Make a good
impression.

Look at me.
Sophie, your
face is dirty.

Stay close
beside me,
Sophie.
Don’t get
lost.
Mind your
backs.

Smile!
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Are we going
to our new
families now?

13

Soon.

Twenty-four
hours ago, I
said good-bye
to Mutti in
Berlin. And now
I’m in London!

Who’s
taking
you in?

I don’t
know. I
feel as if
I’ve been
travelling
for a
thousand
years.

The Thousandyear Reich. The
Nazis can’t get
us here.

I am Miss Baxter.
Welcome.
Please
follow me.
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If she cries, I’ll
start too.

More German
refugees! Why
bring them here?

Look at that
little one. Sweet,
isn’t she?

No, I
suppose not.

Come on, Sophie.
Catch up! Isn’t the lady
wearing that red hat
clever—like a bird
showing the way?

Sorry,
I only
meant . . .

Like Hansel
and Gretel.
Will everyone
be nice in
England?

See them poor
little refugees.

Are you hungry?
Here you
are, dear.

Come on,
Sophie.
Keep up.

We must try to
speak English all
the time.

Hurry up,
Bernd. Father
said stay
together.

Look! A man
gave me a
penny. He said,
“Here you
are, son.”

Much nicer
than in Germany.
Nazis don’t hold
our hands.

You can’t speak
English. And
you’re not
supposed to talk
to strangers.
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Sit down and wait
until you hear your
name called. Each
sponsor will be paired
with a child on my list.
Numbers must match.

I don’t know how.
I want to go home!

We’re all
strangers. We
don’t know
anyone, do we?

Is that your little
sister sleeping?

Reverend Smithe,
and Peter and
Annemarie Weiss.

No. Her mother
asked me to
look after
her. Just until
we got to
England.

Johann Fuchs
and Mr. Green.
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Waiting’s horrible,
isn’t it?

Sophie Mandel
and Miss
Simmonds.

Hello, Sophie. I am Aunt
Margaret. Your mother’s
friend. You are going
to live with me.

She looks nice.
Goodbye, Sophie.

Your name isn’t here.
See Miss Martin. She
speaks German.

An orphan got
measles. I was
offered her place.

Marianne?

That’s you,
Sophie
Wake up.

Please no send back!
Gestapo. I am Jewish.

Don’t be afraid. You
won’t be sent back.

Are they
whispering
about me?

I won’t know anyone now.

You are safe now.
Why didn’t you stay
at the hostel with
the other orphans
when you arrived?

I am not
an orphan.
I just
travelled
with
them.

Suppose no one comes for
me. Why did I agree to go?
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Is your
name
Leah
Stein?
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Ich heisse
Marianne . . .
Sorry—my name
is Marianne Kohn.

Sank
you.

I’ve put your name on my
list. Now you’re official!
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I am Mrs.
AbercrombieJones. Is this girl
Leah Stein?

Leah has not arrived,
but Marianne is in
need of a sponsor.

I expected an
older girl as a
domestic help.
Not a child! Why
wasn’t I notified?

Yes, please. I speak a little.

Do you speak
English?

I can say please,
good-bye, and thank
you. I brought father’s
dictionary with me.

Who?
Stay where you
are, Marianne.

Marianne,
pronounced as
Marianna.

We didn’t know.
This is the first
Kindertransport
the Nazis allowed
to leave Germany.

I am eleven
and one half
years old.

How old
are you?
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She looks young
for her age. But
as I’ve told
everyone we are
sponsoring a
refugee, I’ll have
to take her.

She doesn’t seem
very motherly. I
hope we get to
like each other.

SIGH
Very well.
Come along,
Mary Anne.
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LEVEN-YEAR-OLD

MARIANNE IS FORTUNATE. She is one of the
ﬁrst two hundred Jewish children in the heroic rescue operation
known as the Kindertransport, which arrived in London, England in
December 1938.
Life in the new country seems strange. Marianne’s few words of
English and her attempts to become an ordinary English girl are not
enough to please her foster mother, who wanted a girl as a domestic
servant. She deeply misses her family that she had to leave behind.
With the outbreak of World War II in 1939, Marianne ﬁnds herself
being evacuated to Wales. She is shuﬄed from one unsuitable home
to another—but there is a surprise in store, and Marianne’s courage
and resilience is ﬁnally rewarded.
The Kindertransport, which ultimately saved almost 10,000 children
from Germany, Austria and Czechoslovakia in the nine months
preceding World War II, was a triumphant human eﬀort. Marianne’s
story is based on the kind of events that were actually experienced
by the children. Author Irene N. Watts was one of them, arriving on
the second Kindertransport in December 1938 at the age of seven.
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